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Streamside  Tailings  Superfund  Report 

By  the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  and  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 


MDHES  intensifies  community  involvement 


In  the  next  nine  months,  MDHES  will  make  a  decision 
about  how  to  best  address  mine  waste  contamination  at 
the  Streamside  Tailings  portion  of  the  site.  To  help  us  with 
that  decision,  MDHES  has  intensified  its  on-going 
community  involvement  program  for  Streamside  Tailings. 
Based  on  interviews  with  33  members  of  the  community, 
MDHES  has  begun  activities  to  involve  the  community  in 
the  decision-making  process.  The  public  has  told  us  how 
they  want  to  be  involved  and  we  are  responding. 

This  progress  report  summarizes  portions  of  the 
Community  Involvement  Plan  for  Streamside  Tailings.  A 


complete  copy  of  the  plan  can  be  borrowed  from  the 
libraries  and  repositories  listed  on  the  last  page  of  this 
report 

Community  involvement  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
Superfund  process.  Federal  law  governing  Superfund 
requires  that  Superfund  officials  involve  affected 
communities  in  the  decision-making  process  at  Superfund 
sites.  The  Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  (MDHES)  has  primary 
resDonsibilitv  for  technical,  scientific,  leeal  and  communitv 
involvement  activities  at  the  Streamside  Tailings  portion 
of  the  Silver  Bow  Creek  site. 


What  did  MDHES  ask  the  community? 


MDHES  conducted  interviews  with  33  community 
members  from  Butte  to  Missoula.  The  interviews  included 
communities  adjacent  to  and  near  the  creek:  Butte,  Rocker, 
Ramsay,  Opportunity,  Anaconda,  and  the  surrounding 
agricultural  areas.  MDHES  also  sought  input  from 
residents  in  other  interested  communities:  Deer  Lodge 
and  Missoula.  The  interviews  lasted  from  one  to  two 
hours  in  most  cases.  MDHES  tried  to  interview  people 
who  represented  as  many  varying  backgrounds, 
occupations  and  opinions  as  possible.  Interviewees 
included:  property  owners  on  the  site,  ranchers,  business 
people,  news  media,  local  officials  (elected  and  hired), 
legislators,  environmental  groups,  and  so  forth.  MDHES 
followed  a  list  of  questions  in  the  interviews  but  tried  to 
make  the  conversations  as  informal  as  possible.  Time  did 
not  always  allow  us  to  ask  all  the  questions  on  the  list. 
Questions  MDHES  asked: 

1.  What  is  your  understanding  of  the  site  history? 

2.  What  is  the  local  level  of  environmental  concern? 
Economic  concern? 

3.  What  are  some  of  the  major  issues  of  public 
concern  other  than  Superfund? 

4.  How  have  you  been  involved  in  site  activities?  Do 
you  want  to  continue  to  be  involved?  How? 


5.  What  are  your  concerns  about  the  site? 

6.  How  do  you  feel  about  MDHES?  EPA?  ARCO? 

7.  Does  the  public  understand  the  severity  of  wastes 
at  the  site? 

8.  What  are   the  best  ways   for  MDHES   to 
communicate  with  and  involve  the  public  in  the  site? 

9.  Are  there  other  people  you  suggest  MDHES 
interview  to  get  a  broad  base  of  opinions  and  interests? 

10.  Would  you  like  to  be  (or  continue  to  be)  on  our 
site  mailing  list? 

11.  How  should  the  site  be  cleaned  up? 


Don't  miss  out! 

Roundtable  meeting 

Monday,.  January  9, 1995 

7  p.m. 

Fairmont  Hot  Springs  Resort 

Agenda:  results  of  the  remedial 

investigation 
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Progress  

Community  wants  improved  Silver  Bow  Creek,    | 
more  meaningful  involvement 


The  interviews  were  not  designed  to  be  a  scientific 
survey.  Overall,  interviewees  spent  the  greatest  amount 
of  time  discussing  their  concerns  about  the  site,  how  they 
want  it  to  be  cleaned  up  and  how  they  think  MDHES 
should  involve  them  in  decision  making.  The  results  of  the 
interviews  are  contained  in  "Community  Involvement 
Plan  for  the  Streamside  Tailings  Operable  Unit  of  the 
Silver  Bow  Creek  Superfund  Site"  report  by  MDHES.  The 
plan  also  contains  information  about  the  site's  history  and 
planned  community  involvement  activities. 

Concerns  ranged  widely.  Many  interviewees  were 
concerned  about  the  effects  of  site  contamination  on  public 
health  and  the  environment.  How  the  site  will  be  cleaned 
up  was  also  a  major  concern.  Across  the  board,  all 
interviewees  said  they  want  Silver  Bow  Creek  returned  to 
being  swimmable  and  fishable.  (Due  to  the  presence  of 
heavy  metals  and  other  mining  wastes,  there  are  currently 
no  fish  living  in  the  creek  and  swimming  is  not 
recommended.)  Many  people  said  they  hope  Silver  Bow 
Creek  and  the  land  immediately  adjacent  wul  someday  be 
useful  for  livestock  grazing,  recreation  and  wildlife  habitat 
A  number  of  people  voiced  concerns  about  where  tailings 
along  the  creek  will  eventually  end  up.  If  tailings  are 
removed,  people  wondered  where  they  will  be  disposed 
of.  If  the  tailings  are  left  in  place,  people  were  concerned 
that  changes  in  the  stream  channel  or  floods  will  someday 
wash  them  back  into  the  creek. 

From  the  interviews,  MDHES  also  received  input 
about  how  the  public  wants  to  be  involved  in  site  decision- 
making. During  the  interviews  MDHES  heard  a  wide 
range  of  opinions,  needs  and  desires.  Overall,  interviewees 


said  they  want  to  be  actively  involved  and  want  to  know 
how  their  input  affected  the  process.  In  response  to  the 
community's  voice,  MDHES  has  begun  a  Streamside 
Tailings  Community  Roundtable.  The  purpose  of  the 
Rou nd  table  is  to  bring  all  interested  parties  to  the  table  to 
discuss  site  cleanup  and  other  related  issues.  MDHES 
wants  these  parties  to  work  together  to  advise  us  about 
cleanup.  All  members  of  the  community  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  attend  all  (or  any)  of  the  roundtable 
meetings.  Attendees  at  roundtable  meetings  set  the  agenda, 
time  and  place  for  future  meetings.  MDHES  provides 
support  to  the  roundtable  by  doing  logistical  work: 
contacting  speakers,  sending  out  notices  and  newsletters 
and  so  forth.  But  MDHES  does  not  dictate  how  the 
roundtable  should  work. 

In  response  to  community  input,  MDHES  will  issue 
more  frequent,  shorter  progress  reports.  Interviewees 
said  progress  reports  such  as  this  one  should  deal  with 
fewer  subjects  in  each  issue  but  be  published  more  often. 
A  progress  report  about  community  involvement  was 
suggested  by  several  people.  (This  is  the  first  time  MDHES 
has  devoted  an  entire  progress  report  to  the  subject  of 
community  involvement) 

Interviewees  also  asked  for  more  innovative  public 
meeting  formats,  so  MDHES  will  work  on  this  issue  as 
well.  MDHES  will  also  conduct  standard  community 
involvement/education  activities  such  as  maintaining  its 
toll-free  hotline,  holding  meetings  with  the  news  media, 
conducting  site  tours,  meeting  with  local  officials, 
maintaining  a  site  mailing  list  and  so  forth. 


Read  more  about  it 


If  you  are  interested  in  reading  the  complete 
Community  Involvement  Plan  for  Streamside  Tailings, 
you  can  find  a  copy  at  the  following  locations: 

Butte: 

1.  Silver  Bow  Library 

2.  Montana  Tech  Library 

3.  EPA  office  in  the  basement  of  the  Courthouse 

4.  CTEC  office  at  Montana  Tech 

Anaconda: 

1.  Hearst  Free  Library 

Deer  Lodge: 

1.  National  Park  Service  Office 


2.  Deer  Lodge  Public  Library 

Missoula: 

1.  Missoula  Public  Library 

2.  University  of  Montana  Mansfield  Library 

3.  Clark  Fork  -  Pend  Oreille  Coalition  Office 

Helena: 

1.  MDHES  office  at  2209  Phoenix  Ave. 

2.  EPA  office  in  the  federal  building 

3.  State  Library 

4.  Montana  Historical  Society  Library 

Bozemaru 

1.  Montana  State  University  Renne  Library 


Montana  Stale  Library 
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Progress 


Just  pick  up  the  phone 


If  you  have  questions  about  the  Streamside  Tailings  portion     management  assistance  for  the  site.  At  EPA,  contact  Mike 


of  the  Silver  Bow  Creek  site,  you  are  encouraged  to  call  or 
write  MDHES  in  Helena.  Jim  Ford  is  the  site  project 
manager  for  MDHES.  Jane  Heath  is  the  Superfund 
information  officer.  They  can  be  reached  at  1-800-246-8198 
(in-state  use  only)  or  (406)  444-1420.     EPA  provides 


Bishop,  remedial  project  manager  or  Pam  Hillery, 
community  involvement  specialist  at  (406)449-5720.  You 
can  write  to  MDHES  at  P.O.  Box  200901,  Helena,  MT 
59620. 
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Are  you  on  our  mailing  list? 

If  you  wish  to  recieve  periodic  information  about  Streamside  Tailings  site,  or  if  you  wish  to  update 
your  address,  please  fill  out,  detach,  and  mail  the  following  form  to  Janie  Heath,  Montana  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  P.O.  Box  200901,  Helena,  MT  59620-0901. 


Name    _ 
Address 


City,  State 
Zip 


I  want  to  receive  (check  one) : 

Just  progress  reports  and  meeting  notices  like  this  one . 

Just  Roundtable  announcements  and  newsletters 

All  Streamside  Tailings  mailings 


1,400  copies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an  estimated  cost  of  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost 

of  which  includes  for  printing  and  for  distribution. 


Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
P.O.  Box  200901 
Helena,  MT  59620-0901 


